vi                        MODERN   TRAVANCORE
To the scientist, Varkalai is well-known from its geological formation and has been inspected and examined carefully by hordes of geologists and a large volume of interesting literature is carefully preserved in the archives ot the Government of India. A lover of nature would not easily reconcile himself to the idea of tearing himself away from those unsurpassed "Beauties of Nature'* when once he is in. the midst of them. The vast vista of cocoanut palm that spreads for miles and miles on the coast is a magnificent and refreshing sight.
Besides the enchanting sea-view there is the backwater journey by a canal hewn out of the tremendous heights of hills on either side of it. There are two tunnels, 924 and 2,364 feet long, through which traffic passes. These were completed in 1877 and in 1880 respectively and have since then been in daily use. The vegetation on either side of the canal, rising in height is a magnificent sight. Just at the mouth of o.ne of these tunnels is a series of springs from, which gushes out sparkling water throughout the whole year. The water is supposed to have medicinal properties to cure certain ailments. Even a single bath is a tonic which no traveller should miss.
The temple, which is located on one of the hill-tops, is reached by a long and wearisome flight of steps, and one feels tired on arriving at the feet of Janardhan, an Amtar of Vishnu. The Nava-Prajapatis excited Brahma's anger by jesting at his expense. This put him out and he cursed the Nava-Prajapatis that they should become human beings and suffer the miseries of birth and death. Narada consoled them and advised them to do penance at a place he himself would select for them by throwing his valkalam (bark garment), which fell on a tree now identified with the spot in front of the temple. Hence the name Varkalai, a corruption of Valkala.
A temple was built by them near the place and was eoass* orated to Vishnu.   But this is said to have been washed  away by thesea*   Long after this a Pandyan King happened  to cppie to, this place*   He was haunted by a Urohmorakshas or ghost otra, Brahmin whom he had killed unawares, and to expatiate the sin